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I'he designers” plan | i

was to add light col- u;e}"f"”' T 1 .r-y.;-.,_»;; B OLE

ors and natural light

o contrast with the ABOVEANDTOP: Keeping the original lay;
— T ol out of the bath, the designers added
rich, dark “()(f ds that matching mirrors to delineate his-and-
dominate the Turmish- her lavatories. A smaller sink for her
allows more counter space. Waterwork:
fixtures and flooring that resembles an
area rug give the bath a glamorous fee

AS EXPERTS IN HIGH-END REMODELING, DESIGNERS
Nikki Baron and Wendy St Laurent of Baron & St. Laurent
Interior Design in Miami frequently gut grand houses and
condominiums 1o reconfigure spaces and deliver their pol-
ished design schemes. An occanfront condominium on
exclusive Fisher Island provided one such opportunity.
Al barely 180 square feet, the master bath proved the  ings and accessories
greatest challenge, Dark walls and floor tiles produced a
cramped. closetlike feel. A massive built-in bathtub swal-
lowed nearly half the room. and tny. high windows let in

throughout the rest of
the house. “The goal
wis to open the bath up, lighten it up, and delineate the
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little natural light. Forced to work within the bath’s exist-
ing footprint. plumbing stacks. and drains, Baron and St
Laurent stripped it down to the studs and started over.
While they muaintained the original lavout. the remaodeled
bath represents a considerable upgrade in terms of func
tion and glamour,

BY DAVID VILLANO

“his” and “hers” areas without chopping it up into separate
spaces.” explains St. Laurent,

The third-floor condo is high enough to afford views
of the ocean. but low enough so that wavy fronds of
coconut palms come into view, casting shimmers of sun-

light into each room. “We wanted to play with that light

PHOTOGRAPHED BY CARLOS DOMENECH
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and make it one of the design ele-

ments,” savs St Laurent.

Reflective elements, such as the
rare Thassos marble on the counter-
tops anxl floor. help create a luminous
effect. “This marble is pure white
without veining and has a tiny bit of
crystallization so it catches the light,”
cxplains St. Laurent. Likewise, two
Venetian-style mirrors, set into arched
recesses, reflect light from the win-
dows on the opposite wall. Polished-
nickel fixtures add further sheen.

“The client is a lovely woman who,
in her own words, ‘loves a good ruf-
fle,” so the challenge was to reflect
her femininity while maintaining mas-
culine elements suitable for a his-and-
her bath.” savs Baron. To that end.
the designers added wainscoting to
the entire bath. “In a small space it is

important to use the same materials
and features throughout to unify the
design scheme,” explains St Laurent.
The panceling and trim were painted
bright white to lighten up the bath,
as wius the custom cabinetry, which
was lacquered w give the surfaces a
glossy finish.

The designens extended the line of
cabinetry down the entire wall 1o give
the illusion of a longer reom, while
the varyving heights of the his-and-
her vanities add interest. Glass-tront
cabinets display the owner's collec-
tion of antique crystal perfume bot-
tes, and electrified medicine cabinets,
concealed within the side panels of
the arched vanity niches, open with
hidden touch-latches.

In order to punch up this pristine
white space, Baron and St. Laurent

LEFT: The claw-footed Waterworks tub seems to float
above the floor. The designers coated the feet in polished
nickel for extra pizzazz. Wainscoting and decorative tiles
add architectural interest. ABOVE: A frameless glass
shower door makes the shower appear as though it is part
of the room. The dark wood of the étagére in the water
closet contrasts with the sparkling white paint and tiles,
reflecting design themes found elsewhere in the house,

employved a single color note of pale
green on the walls and floor tiles o
evoke the aqua tone of the ocean just
outside the windows.

Ceramic cap tiles with decorative
swigs circumnavigate the room, top-
ping the wainscoting, serving as a
backsplash for the sinks, and wrap-
ping around the shower. A wall.
added to separate the wb area from
the shower niche, represents the only
partition in this cohesive space, The
claw-footed b, which replaced an
imposing whirlpool bath, lightens the
feel of the room, and a new frameless
glass door lends the steam shower a
dose of ransparency. The designers
also added a paneled arch above the
shower door to match those above
the vanities. Inside the shower, white
polished-marble tile matches the



countertops, “We wanted the shower
to feel like it was part of the room,”
says St Laurent. A bidet was replaced
with an Art Deco dark-wood ¢Gtagire
that displays even more reflective sur
faces—a collection of anuque silver
along with exura linens.

St Laurent explains that the make-
over would not have been possible
without ripping out all the old les
and fixrures, taking the room down 1o

its studs, "Sometimes vou just have to
start over with a new approach,” she
savs, "And with properties as beauti-
ful as this. with views 1o match, is
certainly worth the effort.”

Fordeteils, see Sowrcebook, page 186,

' e Limiting the variety of colors, tex-

| tures, and matenals makes small

| spaces appear larger. Repeating

desiagn details, such as matching

_ the floor and wall tiles, can produce
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